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SCIENTIFIC ISSUES
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PRIORITY FOR FUTURE RESEARCH:

• Study the biology of the reproductive tract of HIV-infected and
uninfected women and girls, integrating studies of physiology,
immunology, and anatomy.
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PRIORITY FOR FUTURE RESEARCH:

• Elucidate a range of host-virus interactions through the course of
HIV infection (in particular, during primary HIV infection) and across
the life cycle in women and girls.
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PRIORITY FOR FUTURE RESEARCH:

• Develop and conduct clinical studies—including biological,
therapeutic, vaccine, natural history, epidemiological, behavioral,
and social—to ascertain the effects of sex and gender in HIV
infection among women and girls.
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PRIORITIES FOR FUTURE RESEARCH:

• Enhance basic behavioral and social research (theoretical and
methodological) on gender construction, maintenance, dynamics,
and consequences; and integrate this work into the design and
evaluation of HIV prevention and care interventions.

• Conduct research on stigma and discrimination associated both
with being female and with HIV/AIDS; and integrate this work
into interventions to reduce such stigma and its consequences for
HIV prevention and care.
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PRIORITY FOR FUTURE RESEARCH:

• Explore factors that influence adoption, use, and effectiveness of
women-controlled methods (including physical and chemical
barrier methods), alone or in combination, for preventing HIV
transmission and acquisition.
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PRIORITY FOR FUTURE RESEARCH:

• Support research to identify effective strategies to improve
dissemination and uptake of information from HIV/AIDS research
to women and girls and to individuals, communities, and
organizations that represent them and/or provide services to them.
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PRIORITY FOR FUTURE RESEARCH:

• Enhance opportunities and mechanisms for recruiting and training
biomedical, behavioral, and social scientists in the conduct of
interdisciplinary sex and gender analyses in HIV/AIDS research.
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SCIENTIFIC OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

OBJECTIVE - A:

Elucidate biologic determinants (sex and gender) of HIV transmission
and define the mechanisms by which viral, host, and immune factors
may influence the process of HIV transmission and acquisition among
women and girls across the life cycle.
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OBJECTIVE - B:

Study the biology of HIV infection, progression to disease, and
development and course of clinical manifestations associated with
HIV infection, therapeutic interventions, co-infections, and concomitant
conditions among women and girls.
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OBJECTIVE - C:

Conduct and support research to inform the diagnosis, care, and
treatment of HIV-infected women and girls across the life cycle,
including clinical studies of therapeutic interventions.

STRATEGIES: E B�����
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OBJECTIVE - D:

Conduct and support basic and intervention research to address the
gender-specific, psychological, behavioral, social, environmental,
economic, and cultural dynamics that increase or decrease risk for,
and protection from, HIV transmission, acquisition, and disease
progression among women and girls.
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OBJECTIVE - E:

Conduct and support basic and intervention research to develop, test,
and evaluate safe and effective technologies and products, including
vaccines and chemical and physical barrier methods that are
appropriate, acceptable, and accessible to women and girls, for
preventing transmission and acquisition of HIV.

STRATEGIES: E �����	����
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OBJECTIVE - F:

Conduct and support basic and intervention research on the biological,
psychological, social, and economic consequences of HIV/AIDS for
infected and affected women and girls.
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OBJECTIVE - G:

Identify and address the factors that influence women’s and girls’
access to and experience of HIV/AIDS-related research, care, support,
treatment, and prevention services.
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OBJECTIVE - H:

Conduct and support research, training, and education on ethical
issues specifically affecting women and girls in HIV/AIDS-related
clinical, behavioral, epidemiological, and health care services research
in different cultural settings.
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NIH INSTITUTES AND CENTERS
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

ART

ARV

ACTIS

AIDS

AITRP

ATI

ATIS

BSL

B/START

CAB

CAPS

CBO

CDC

CFAR

CIPRA

CMS

CMV

CNS

CSF

CTL

DC

ddI

DHHS

DNA

EBV

FDA

FIRCA

GBV-C
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GCP

GCRC

GFATM

GI

GLP/GMP

HAART

HBCU

HBV

HCV

HERS

HHV

HIV

HPTN

HPV

HRSA

HVTN

IC

ICC

IDU

IRB

IUD

JCV

KS

KSHV

LRP

MAC

MDR-TB

MHC

MSM

MTCT
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N9

NAFEO

NGO

NHL

NHP

NIH

NMAC

NRTIs

OAR

OARAC

OD

OI

OPHS

PBMC

PCP

PML

RCMI

RCT

RFIP

RNA

RPRC

SAMHSA

SCID

SHIV

SIT

SIV

SPF

STD

STI

TB
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Th

UNAIDS

USAID

VEE

VRC

WHO

WIHS

WITS

WRAIR
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